PHILADELPHIA  AND  THE  LAKES. 


I 


ADDRESS 


TO 


IN  FAVOR  OF  A  RAILROAD 


To  Connect  Philadelphia  with  the  Lakes. 


In  performance  of  the  duty  devolved  upon  them,  by  the  Mass 
Convention  of  the  friends  of  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad, 
assembled  in  Philadelphia  on  the  25th  of  September  last,  the  under¬ 
signed  beg  leave  to  exhibit  to  their  fellow  citizens,  a  few  of  the 
advantages  which  the  completion  of  the  great  unfinished  Railroad 
of  Pennsylvania  will  confer  upon  its  stockholders  and  the  public. 
In  presenting  their  views,  it  is  necessary  to  refer  both  to  figures  and 
statistics,  which  although  they  may  not  speak  eloquently,  will  have 
the  more  certain  merit  of  speaking  truly. 

The  object  is  to  connect  the  city  of  Philadelphia  with  the  Harbor 
of  Erie,  by  the  shortest  possible  route,  and  the  least  possible  expense. 
The  link  from  Williamsport  to  Philadelphia,  by  the  Catawissa  and 
Williamsport,  Little  Schuylkill  and  Reading  Roads,  requires  but 
little  to  render  it  complete  ;  and  we  have  only  therefore  to  provide 
for  the  construction  of  a  road  to  connect  Williamsport  with  Erie,  a 
distance  of  240  miles,  and  the  object  is  accomplished.  This  it  is 
the  desire  of  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad  Company  to  effect  at 
once. 

To  enlist  our  citizens  in  this  enterprise,  we  consider  it  only 
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necessary  to  show  that  there  is  a  trade  to  be  obtained  fully  commen¬ 
surate  with  the  expense  to  be  incurred. .  . 

The  lake  coast,  with  which  we  desire  to  form  the  connection, 
extends  about  five  thousand  miles,  of  which  two  thousand  belong 
to  Great  Britain.  Lake  Champlain  connects  with  Lake  Ontario  by 
the  improvements  on  the  Richelieu  and  St.  Lawrence  Rivers,  and 
the  Rideau  Canal  through  Canada  ;  Lake  Ontario  is  doubly  connected 
with  Lake  Erie,  by  the  Welland  Canal  in  Canada,  and  the  Oswego 
and  Erie  Canal  in  New  York ;  lake  Erie  with  St.  Clair,  by  the 
navigable  Strait  of  Detroit ;  Lake  St.  Clair  with  Huron  by  the  wide 
Strait  of  St.  Clair ;  Lake  Huron  with  Lake  Michigan  by  the  deep 
Strait  of  Mackinaw,  and  with  Lake  Superior  by  the  Strait  of  St. 

Mary’s  *  • 

The  commerce  of  this  vast  region  having  attracted  the  attention 

of  Congress,  in  the  year  1847,  the  Senate  made  a  call  upon  Col. 

Abert,  of  the  corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  for  an  estimate  ot 

its  probable  value  and  increase. 

He  says  :  u  We  have  found  the  increase,  under  all  the  aspects  in 
which  the  trade  has  been  viewed,  to  exceed  the  annual  average  of 
17  per  cent ;  we  will  take  17  per  cent,  and  apply  it  to  the  nett 
amount  of  the  commerce  of  1846  : 

The  Commerce  of  1846  has  been  shown  to  be  -  $61,yi4,yiU 

To  which  add  passenger  trade,  -  1,250,000 

And  we  have  the  total  of  -  -  -  -  "  #63,164,910 

The  amount  for  10  years,  at  17  per  cent.,  will  be  in  the  year 
l857  .  .  . . $170,545,2o/ 

I  can  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  this  estimate,  and 
feel  under  no  apprehension  of  being  reproached  for  exaggerating, 

after  ten  years  shall  have  passed  away.” 

The  value  of  this  same  Lake  trade,  in  1848,  two  years  afterwards, 
as  collected  from  official  tables,  was  -  -  -  #186,484,90, 

The  trade  of  Erie  in  1850,  with  no  connection  with  the  seaboard, 
was  -  -  ......  $14,000,000 

The  trade  of  Buffalo,  a  port  with  no  natural  advantages,  was,  in 

the  same  year . $/0, 180,70 

These  are  not  fanciful  calculations,  mere  ingenious  aggregations 
of  figures,  but  facts— on  the  faith  of  which  many  millions  have  been 
spent,  and  many  more  received  ;  but  not  by  citizens  of  Pennsylvania. 

Let  us  look  in  what  estimation  this  trade  is  held  by  our  sister 
State  of  New  York,  and  what  she  has  done  to  secure  it.  In  the 
year  1825  the  State  completed,  at  a  cost  of  upwards  of  seven  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars,  her  great  Erie  Canal,  from  Buffalo  to  Albany,  a 
distance  of  364  miles.  Ten  years  afterwards,  to  accommodate  the 
same  trade,  corporate  companies,  at  an  expense  of  fourteen  and  a 
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ha^*  millions,  constructed  a  line  of  railway  32S  miles  long  between 
the  same  points.  In  1851,  so  great  is  the  increase  of  this  vast  trade, 
limited  only  by  the  inadequacy  of  the  means  of  bringing  it  to  market, 
that  the  citizens  of  New  York  have  completed  another  Railroad, 
from  New  York  to  Dunkirk,  a  distance  of  460  miles,  at  an  expense 
of  nearly  twenty  four  millions  of  dollars. 

So  far  from  injuring  the  State  Canal  are  these  immense  improve¬ 
ments,  that  in  the  present  year,  her  people  by  a  popular  vote  have 
compelled  their  Legislature  to  enlarge  it  at  an  expense  of  nine 
millions  of  dollars.  Thus  proving  not  only  the  vastness  of  the  trade, 
but  that  its  immense  benefits  accrue  not  alone  to  the  capitalist  and 
stockholder,  but  are  felt  and  appreciated  at  the  fire-side  of  every 
voter  in  that  vast  Commonwealth.  The  stockholder  is  not,  how¬ 
ever,  without  his  reward.  We  find  surplus  of  receipts  over  expen¬ 
ditures  in  these  three  lines  for  the  year  1850,  to  have  amounted  to 
more  than  five  millions  of  dollars.  Philadelphia  has  little  of  this 
trade.  She  feels  its  existence  only  by  the  increase  of  rival  markets. 
Our  citizens  who  bring  tidings  of  it  to  her,  are  obliged  to  travel 
through  the  whole  of  New  York  and  the  half  of  New  Jersey  to 
reach  her. 

That  it  is  a  trade  worth  having,  wTe  think  we  have  demonstrated. 

New  York  having  profitably  expended  forty-five  millions  of  dollars 
to  obtain  it,  now  expends  nine  millions  to  meet  its  increase.  We 
ask  of  Pennsylvania  the  expenditure  of  six. 

This  too  for  a  road  without  an  inclined  plane,  with  no  grade 
exceeding  52  8-10  feet  to  the  mile,  and  with  its  terminus  at  the 
beautiful  Harbor  of  Erie,  pronounced  by  officers  of  the  government 
the  “  best  harbor  on  the  Lakes  so  superior  to  both  Dunkirk  and 
Buffalo,  that  railroads  are  now  in  progress  to  make  it  the  terminus 
of  the  great  New  York  railroads,  though  it  is  distant  45  miles  from 
the  one,  and  90  miles  from  the  other. 

We  have  not  mentioned  in  all  this,  the  iron  and  coal  trade,  pecu¬ 
liar  almost  to  Pennsylvania — we  incidentally,  in  our  attempt  to  grasp 
a  portion  of  the  great  commerce  of  the  Lakes,  develope  an  immense 
mineral  region,  and  at  the  same  time  find  for  it  a  market,  newT  and 
inexhaustible. 

We  say  then  to  our  fellow  citizens,  there  is  a  trade  amounting  in 
1848  to  8186,000,000, — a  trade  for  which  New  York  has  already 
spent  forty-five  millions  of  dollars  with  great  and  increasieg  profit — 
a  trade  which  can  be  shared  by  Pennsylvania. 

We  have  a  better  harbor, — a  shorter  route, — a  cheaper  road, — 
and  coal  and  iron  along  the  line  of  it.  One  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  are  already  pledged  in  the  interior  to  its  completion. 
Will  our  citizens  see  it  fail,  for  a  difference  so  small  ?  Will  they, 
who  have  proved  themselves  in  former  years  so  far-sighted  in  their 
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their  expenditures,  now  refuse  a  tr^cle 
our  market  ? 


policy,  and  so  liberal  in 
almost  begging  an  avenue  to 
Win.  M.  Meredith, 

.lob  R.  Tyson, 

Isaac  R.  Davis, 

G.  W.  Woodward, 
Evan  Rogers, 

Robert  Ewing, 

Samuel  C.  Morton. 

M.  L.  Hallowell, 

J.  N.  Gillis,  ‘  ' 

W.  A.  Irving, 

Wm.  Kelly, 

Ohas.  M.  Reid, 

James  Miles, 

Robert  L.  Fleming, 
Wm  D.  Kelley, 

Jos.  T.  Bailey, 

Geo.  H.  Martin, 
Richard  D.  Wood, 


Francis  N.  Buck, 

A.  V.  Updegraff, 

David  S.  Brown, 

Caleb  Cope, 

James  Magee, 

James  C.  Hand, 

John  Grigg. 

Edward  M.  Davis, 
Washington  Butcher, 

Wm.  D.  Lewis, 

Thos.  C.  Rockhill, 

John  Farnum, 

Craig  Biddle, 

John  Rice, 

Matthew  Newkirk, 

George  Abbot, 

Benj.  Marshall, 

Committee. 


My  Bear  Sir — It  is  desirable  that  the  Address,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad,  should  be  accompanied  by  such 
statement  of  details  as  may  serve  to  establish  the  importance  of  the 
work.  These  details  are  believed  to  be  within  the  knowledge  of 
the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad  Company,  and  I  therefore,  on  behalf 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Address,  beg  that  you  will  have  the  kind¬ 
ness,  as  President  of  the  Company,  to  communicate  them  in  a  form 
which  will  enable  us  to  attach  them  to  the  proposed  Address. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly  yours, 

Wm.  M.  Meredith,  Chairman. 

D.  L.  Miller,  Jr.,  Esq.,  President  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad  Company. 

Fhilad .,  Nov.  5,  1851. 

Philadelphia,  llmo.  6,  1851. 

Esteemed  Friend — In  reply  to  thy  note  of  yesterday,  it  affords  me 
pleasure  to  state  that  the  Charter  of  the  Company,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  liberal  ever  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
authorizes  the  construction  of  a  Railroad  from  Sunbury  to  Erie,  a 
distance  of  286£  miles. 

We  propose  first  to  build  that  portion  of  the  Road  between  Wil¬ 
liamsport  and  Erie,  a  distance  of  240  miles. 

This  accomplished,  will  form,  in  connection  with  the  “Catta- 
wissa,”  “Little  Schuylkill”  and  Reading  Roads,  a  continuous  chain 
of  Railroads  from  Philadelphia  to  Erie ,  without  transhipment. 
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The  entire  route  is  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  distance  is  only  425  miles,  being  50  miles  nearer  than  to  New 
York,  and  193  miles  nearer  than  to  Boston. 

The  highest  grade  will  be  52  8-10  feet  to  the  mile,  and  that  for 
only  8  miles. 

We  propose  to  pay  interest  on  the  instalments  from  the  date  of 
payment,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  done  by  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  Company. 

The  time  necessarily  required  to  complete  the  road  will  be  short. 
We  are  informed,  on  the  authority  of  the  first  engineering  talent  of 
the  country,  that  no  portion  of  the  work  need  exceed  two  years  in 
construction. 

The  Cost  of  the  Road ,  graded  and  bridged  for  a  double  track — 
with  a  single  track  laid,  and  with  sixty  miles  of  siding — completed 
ready  for  the  locomotive,  it  is  estimated  will  not  exceed  six  mil¬ 
lions.  ' 

It  is  believed  that  at  least  one-fourth  of  the  whole  cost  can  be 
raised  by  subscriptions  to  the  Stock  of  the  Company,  along  the  line 
of  the  route,  and  that  the  road  can  be  built  and  all  the  materials  fur¬ 
nished  upon  the  most  favorable  terms  by  responsible  contractors  and 
friends  of  the  enterprise,  payable  one-fourth  or  more  in  stock  at  par. 

The  present  low  prices  of  iron  and  provisions,  and  the  abundance 
of  labor,  would  enable  contracts  to  be  made  at  prices  materially  be¬ 
low  those  paid  by  most  railroad  companies  now  in  operation. 

The  estimate  of  cost  is  based  on  the  report  of  Edward  Miller, 
the  Engineer,  by  whom  the  route  was  surveyed. 

The  advantages  possessed  by  our  terminus  are  very  great;  the 
Harbor  of  Erie  is  by  far  the  best  and  safest  on  the  Lake,  if  not  the 
only  one  worthy  the  name. 

Its  capacity  is  very  great,  being  about  six  square  miles  in  extent, 
and  having  an  average  depth  of  about  20  feet. 

It  is  free  from  obstruction  by  ice  considerably  earlier  in' the  Spring 
and  later  in  the  Fall. 

It  is  the  point  at  which  the  competition  between  the  Atlantic  cities 
must  take  place  for  the  passenger  and  freight  trade  of  all  the  Rail¬ 
roads  running  westward  from  it,  by  reason  of  the  law  of  our  last  Le¬ 
gislature,  compelling  the  break  of  gauge  between  the  Eastern  and 
Western  Railroads  to  occur  there. 

We  shall  connect  at  Erie  with  the  entire  network  of  Railroads, 
penetrating  in  every  direction  through  the  Western  and  Northwestern 
States,  the  aggregate  length  of  which  Roads,  built  and  in  progress 
of  construction,  exceeds  3000  miles. 

There  is  probably  no  country  in  the  world  traversed  by  a  Rail¬ 
road,  the  extent  and  variety  of  whose  sources  of  intrinsic  wealth  ex¬ 
ceed  those  of  the  country  lying  between  Philadelphia  and  Erie. 

The  Forest  not  only  offers  an  opening  for  the  most  extensive 
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lumbering  operations,  but  also  abounds  in  the  most  valuable  ship 
timber. 

The  Mines  possess  an  inexhaustible  supply  not  only  of  anthracite 
and  bituminous  coal,  but  also  of  iron  ore. 

The  Land  embraces  a  vast  extent  and  variety  of  soil,  of  great 
agricultural  capacity,  much  of  it  of  the  limestone  formation. 

The  construction  of  the  proposed  Road  must  inevitably  induce 
a  very  extensive  improvement  in  each  of  those  branches  of  indus¬ 
try,  and  develope  an  incalculable  amount  of  wealth  now  compara¬ 
tively  unproductive  for  want  of  such  an  outlet — while  in  time  those 
improvements  will  add  largely  and  rapidly  to  the  business  and  pro¬ 
fits  of  the  Road  and  the  revenues  of  the  State. 

The  great  Western  Lake  Country  with  which  the  proposed  road 
will  unite  us,  contained,  in  1810,  a  population  of  only  272,000. 
The  five  States  which  have  been  formed  out  of  the  Northwest  Ter¬ 
ritory,  bordering  on  the  Lakes,  now  number  a  population  of  four 
millions  and  a  half — being  50  per  cent,  more  than  the  entire  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  U.  States,  at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

The  territory  embraced  between  the  Ohio  river  and  the  Lakes, 
from  the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Upper  Missis¬ 
sippi,  containing  about  180  millions  acres  of  arable  land,  measuies 
280,000  square  miles,  being  nearly  twice  as  large  as  France,  and 
about  six  times  as  large  as  the  whole  of  England. 

The  trade  of  the  Lakes,  with  which  we  seek  a  direct  connection, 
in  the  aggregate  of  foreign  and  domestic  imports  and  exports  at  the 
several  ports,  largely  exceeds  $200,000,000  per  annum. 

The  present  avenues  of  travel  between  the  Lakes  and  the  sea¬ 
board,  are  not  only  all  doing  a  profitable  business,  but  they  are  en¬ 
tirely  inadequate  to  the  prompt  and  satisfactory  execution  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  already  offering. 

I  have  thus  hastily  thrown  together  some  of  the  facts  and  reasons 
which  we  think  should  induce  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  to  fur¬ 
nish  the  means  for  building  the  Sunbury  and  Erie  Railroad,  and  thus 
open  a  communication  with  the  Lakes  shorter  and  cheaper  than  any 
now  in  existence  or  projected. 

With  this,  I  also  send  some  statements  and  tables  showing — 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  proposed  road. 

The  comparative  distance  by  it  and  other  routes. 

The  cost,  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  present  lines  of  com¬ 
munication  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  East. 

The  trade  of  the  Lakes. 

The  increase  of  the  population  of  the  Northwestern  States  bor¬ 
dering  on  the  Lakes, 

Which,  if  thought  proper,  may  be  annexed  to  the  report. 

Very  respectfully,  D.  L.  Miller.  Jr. 
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Estimated  cost  of  building  the  Road  from  Erie  to  Williamsport : 


Grading  and  Bridging  68$  miles,  Erie  to  Warren,  as  per 
Edward  Miller's  Engineers'’  Report, 

Grading  and  Bridging  1711  miles,  Warren  to  Williamsport, 
at  an  average  of  $10,000  per  mile. 

Superstructure — 240  miles  of  single  track,  at  $5,000  per  mile, 
do  60  siding,  do  do 

Laying  300  miles  at  $2000  per  mile 

Making  Pier  and  Water  Lots  at  Erie  Harbor,  Water  Stations, 
Turn  Outs,  Road  Crossings,  Depots,  Warehouses,  Machine 
Shops,  and  Land  damages, 

Engineering  and  contingent  expenses,  10  per  cent, 


Interest  on  stock  during  construction,  and  margin  to  cover 
contingences,  and  towards  the  equipment  of  the  road, 


Comparative  Table  of  Distances  : 

Erie  to  Buffalo,  ...... 

Buffalo  to  Albany,  ..... 

Albany  to  New  York,  ..... 

Erie  to  New  York,  via  Central  N.  Y.  Line.  .  Total, 


$498,923  00 

1,715,000  00 
1,200.000  00 
300.000  00 
600,000  00 


350,000  00 


4.663.923  00 
466,392  00 


5,130,315  00 

869.685  00 

/ 


$6,000,000  00 


90  miles. 
328  « 

150  t: 


568 


Erie  to  Dunkirk,  45  miles 
Dunkirk  to  N.  York,  460  11 


Erie  to  Ne  w  York,  505  11  via  N.  Y.  &  Erie  Railroad. 


Erie  to  Philadelphia,  by  our  Railroad,  425  miles. 


Erie  to  Buffalo, 
Buffalo  to  Albany,  . 
Albany  to  Boston. 


90  miles. 
328  “ 

200  “ 


Erie  to  Boston, 


618  “ 


Statement  of  length  and  cost  of  the  several  lines  of  communication 
between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Hudson  River ,  together  with  Receipts 
and  Expenditures  for  the  year  1850. 


Erie  Canal, 

Buff.  &  Albany  R.  R. 
Erie  R.  R.  Dunkirk 
to  New  York 

Mile*. 

364 

328 

460 

$7,143,789 

$14,660,152 

24,000,000 

Receipts. 

2.926.817 

2,896*042 

1,600,273 

Expend’ts. 

420.000 
1,  005, 948 

*  800,136 

Surplus. 

2,506,817 

1,890,094 

800,137 

7,423,132 

2,226,084 

5.197,048 

*  Estimated  at  50  per  cent. 
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The  foregoing  statements  are  all  taken  from  the  published  reports. 
The  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  was  not  completed  to  the  Lake  * 
til!  May  of  this  year.  The  following  statement  shows  the  receipts 
of  that  Road  during  the  ten  months  of  this  year. 

January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 


THE  TRADE  OF  THE  LAKES. 

'  General  Packer,  of  Lycoming  county,  in  a  speech  before  the  Sen¬ 
ate  of  Pennsylvania,  February  21st,  1851,  says:  “1  have  prepared 
from  an  official  source,  a  table  showing  the  value  of  the  entire 
commerce  of  the  Lakes,  botn  imports,  and  exports  for  the  year 
1848  ;  and  I  regret  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  lay  my  hand  upon 
the  reports  for  the  year  1849.  The  value  of  the  trade  in  the  year 
1848  on 


Lake 

Erie  was  .... 

$115,785,048 

Do. 

Huron  ..... 

848,152 

Do. 

Michigan  .... 

24,320,481 

Do. 

Ontario  ..... 

28,141,000 

Do. 

Champlain  .... 

16,750,700 

639,524 

$1 86.484,905 

Do. 

St.  Clair,  .... 

Total, 

Showing  the  total  value  of  our  LakeTiade,  for  the  year  1S48,  to 
be  over  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  millions  of  dollars!  And  I 
have  not  included  in  my  calculation  the  passenger  trade. — -in  itself 
a  most  important  and  profitable  item.  One  hundred  and  eighty-six 
millions!  Mr.  Speaker,  of  a  commerce  concentrated  on  your  north¬ 
ern  frontier,  accessible  within  your  own  borders,  through  the  best 
harbor  on  Lake  Erie.” 


Population  of  the  five  States  bordering  on,  and  contiguous  to  the, 
Lakes ,  whose  produce  chiefly  find  outlet  by  the  Lake. 


1800 

1810 

1820 

1830 

1840 

1850 

Ohio, 

45,365 

230,760 

581,431 

937,637 

1,519,467 

1,981,940 

Indiana, 

5.641 

j 

24,520 

147,178 

341,582 

685,866 

990,258 

Illinois, 

12,282 

55,21 1 

157,575 

474,183 

850,009 

Michigan, 

Wisconsin, 

4,528 

9,018 

31.639 

/ 

212.667 

39,945 

397.576 

305.596 

51,006 

272,090 

802,871 

1,438,433 

2,924,723 

4,525,370 

$144,909  30 
125,109  20 
163,409  99 
189,149  51 
174,345  12 
224,722  44 
228,460  33 
263,964  12 
306,888  97 
356,871  73 
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